Applying these principles to the instant case, we affirm the
judge's holding that the cited violation was properly designated
significant and substantial.     In doing so we reject^.   S.   Steel
Mining's contention that because mining was not  taking place at
the precise moment  the citation was  issued,   the violation posed
no hazard.    Mining was scheduled to resume as  soon as  the nearby
accumulation was cleaned up,  and there was no suggestion  that
U.  S.  Steel Mining,   in the normal course of events,  would have
discovered and corrected the violation before that  time.

Similarly,  the fact that the mine's ventilation was  adequate
at the time the citation was issued did not diminish the poss-
ibility that the violation would result in a serious mine
hazard.    The Maple Creek #2 mine is classified as gassy and has
a history of methane ignitions.    Additionally,  there was  an
excessive accumulation of coal not  far  from the cited  shuttle
car,    U,  S.  Steel Mining offered no evidence  to rebut  the   testi-
mony of the inspector that it was reasonably likely that   the
violation would contribute to a methane explosion.     Under  these
circumstances we believe that the violation was  properly desig-
nated significant and substantial.

For the foregoing reasons we^ affirm the decision of the
administrative law judge.
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